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AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions 
and listing of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims : 

: a 7 

16. (Original) An apparatus for enclosing a.ff air bag 

on a steering wheel of a vehicle having a horn, sa/d apparatus 
comprising: 

^ ^ a cover wall having a tear seam aXong which said 

: cover wall ruptures in response to inflation of the air bag to 
enable deployment of the air bag; and 

a horn switch including f jfcxst and second overlying 
layers of electrically conductive // material, said first layer 
including a first portion with/a first tear line aligned with 
said tear seam in sa id cove/ wall, said second layer including 
a second portion whi ch W spaced apart from said first portion 
and which has a seco nd/tear line aligned with said tear seam 
in said cover wall / said second tear line being spaced apart 
from said first tear l ine along a line extending along said 
first and second tear lines, said horn switch being rupturable 
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along said first and second tear lines upon inflation of the 

/ 

/ 

air bag. 


17. (Amended) An apparatus for enclosjmg an air bag on a 
,y * steering wheel of a vehicle having a horn/ said apparatus 
comprising-: 

a cover wall having a tear /earn along which said 
cover wall ruptures in response to inflation of the air bag to 
enable deployment of the air bag;/and 

a horn switch including first and second overlying 
layers of electrically conductive material, said first layer 
j includin g a first portion ylth a first tear line aligned with 
: said te ar seam in said cpVer wall, said second layer including 
a second portion which As spaced apart from said first portion 
and which has a se cond tear line aligned with said tear seam 
, in said cover wall / said second tear line being spaced apart 

from said first l/ear l ine along a line extending along said 
' first and secoifo tear lines, said horn switch being rupturable 
along said f jfrst a nd second tear lines upon inflation of the 
air bag. 


■ PAGE 2/5 * RCVD AT 4/20/2004 6:46:53 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/0 ■ DNI8:7463505 * CSID:2166214072 * DURATION <mm-ss):03-58 


pPR-20-2004 07:13 ^BlLI SUNDHEIM COVELL ^ft 2166214072 P. 04/06 


Serial No. 09/196,029 

said first and second tear lines having/a combined 

/' 

length less than the length of said tear seam iri said cover 

wall . / 

/ 

/ 

18. (Amended) An apparatus for enclosing an air bag on a 
/ ^ : steering wheel of a vehicle having a horn, said apparatus 
comprising: / 

a cover wall having a tegfr seam along which said 
cover wall ruptures in response to inflation of t he air bag to 

7 — 

enable deployment of the air bag; and 

a horn switch including first and second overlying 
layers of e lectrically conductive material, said first layer 
including a f irst portion with a first tear line aligned with 
said tear seam in said/cover wall, said second layer including 
a second porti on which is spaced apart from said first portion 
and which has a second t ear line aligned with said tear seam 
in said cover waX, said second tear line being spaced apart 
from said first/ tear lin e along a line extending along said 
first and second tear l ines, said horn switch being rupturable 
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along said first and second tear lines upon' inflation of the 
air bag, 

said horn switch including an envelope of 
electrically insulating matericd^extending around said first 
and second layers of electrically conductive material, said 
envelop e including a fjTrst portion extending around said first 
portion of said fii^t layer and including a second portion 


which i s spaced /from said first portion and which extends 
around said gfecond portion of said second layer. 
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